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1 8 .  
HOW TO RECEIVE THE MESSAGE OF THE KINGDOM - THE SOWER 
Mat 13:2 And great multitudes were gathered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, and 

sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore.  

Mat 13:3 And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went forth to 

sow; 

Mat 13:4 And when he sowed, some [seeds] fell by the way side, and the fowls came and 

devoured them up: 

Mat 13:5 Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung 

up, because they had no deepness of earth: 

Mat 13:6 And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they 

withered away. 

Mat 13:7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: 

Mat 13:8 But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some 

sixtyfold, some thirtyfold. 

Mat 13:9 Who hath ears to hear, let him hear. 

Mat 13:10 And the disciples came, and said unto him, Why speakest thou unto them in parables? 

Mat 13:11 He answered and said unto them, Because it is given unto you to know the mysteries 

of the KINGDOM OF HEAVEN, but to them it is not given. 

Mat 13:12 For whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more abundance: but 

whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he hath. 

Mat 13:13 Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they seeing see not; and hearing they 

hear not, neither do they understand. 

Mat 13:14 And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which saith, By hearing ye shall hear, 

and shall not understand; and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: 

Mat 13:15 For this people's heart is waxed gross, and [their] ears are dull of hearing, and their 

eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with [their] eyes, and hear with [their] 

ears, and should understand with [their] heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them. 

Mat 13:16 But blessed [are] your eyes, for they see: and your ears, for they hear. 

Mat 13:17 For verily I say unto you, That many prophets and righteous [men] have desired to see 

[those things] which ye see, and have not seen [them]; and to hear [those things] which ye hear, 

and have not heard [them].  

Mat 13:18 Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.  

Mat 13:19 When any one heareth the WORD OF THE KINGDOM, and understandeth [it] not, 

then cometh the wicked [one], and catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he 

which received seed by the way side. 

Mat 13:20 But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, 

and anon with joy receiveth it; 
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Mat 13:21 Yet hath he not root in himself, but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or 

persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended. 

Mat 13:22 He also that received seed among the thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care 

of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful. 

Mat 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and 

understandeth [it]; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, 

some thirty.  

* 

Mar 4:1 And he began again to teach by the sea side: and there was gathered unto him a great 

multitude, so that he entered into a ship, and sat in the sea; and the whole multitude was by the 

sea on the land.   

Mar 4:2 And he taught them many things by parables, and said unto them in his doctrine,   

Mar 4:3 Hearken; Behold, there went out a sower to sow:   

Mar 4:4 And it came to pass, as he sowed, some fell by the way side, and the fowls of the air 

came and devoured it up.   

Mar 4:5 And some fell on stony ground, where it had not much earth; and immediately it sprang 

up, because it had no depth of earth:   

Mar 4:6 But when the sun was up, it was scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away.   

Mar 4:7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up, and choked it, and it yielded no 

fruit.   

Mar 4:8 And other fell on good ground, and did yield fruit that sprang up and increased; and 

brought forth, some thirty, and some sixty, and some an hundred.   

Mar 4:9 And he said unto them, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.   

Mar 4:10 And when he was alone, they that were about him with the twelve asked of him the 

parable.   

Mar 4:11 And he said unto them, Unto you it is given to know the mystery of the KINGDOM 

OF GOD: but unto them that are without, all [these] things are done in parables:   

Mar 4:12 That seeing they may see, and not perceive; and hearing they may hear, and not 

understand; lest at any time they should be converted, and [their] sins should be forgiven them.   

Mar 4:13 And he said unto them, Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all 

parables?   

Mar 4:14 The sower soweth the word.   

Mar 4:15 And these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; but when they have heard, 

Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.   

Mar 4:16 And these are they likewise which are sown on stony ground; who, when they have 

heard the word, immediately receive it with gladness;   

Mar 4:17 And have no root in themselves, and so endure but for a time: afterward, when 

affliction or persecution ariseth for the word's sake, immediately they are offended.   

Mar 4:18 And these are they which are sown among thorns; such as hear the word,   

Mar 4:19 And the cares of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of other 

things entering in, choke the word, and it becometh unfruitful.   

Mar 4:20 And these are they which are sown on good ground; such as hear the word, and receive 

[it], and bring forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some an hundred.   

Mar 4:21 And he said unto them, Is a candle brought to be put under a bushel, or under a bed? 

and not to be set on a candlestick?   
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Mar 4:22 For there is nothing hid, which shall not be manifested; neither was any thing kept 

secret, but that it should come abroad.   

Mar 4:23 If any man have ears to hear, let him hear.  

* 

Luk 8:4 And when much people were gathered together, and were come to him out of every city, 

he spake by a parable:   

Luk 8:5 A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed, some fell by the way side; and it 

was trodden down, and the fowls of the air devoured it.   

Luk 8:6 And some fell upon a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, because it 

lacked moisture.   

Luk 8:7 And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprang up with it, and choked it.   

Luk 8:8 And other fell on good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. And when 

he had said these things, he cried, He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.   

Luk 8:9 And his disciples asked him, saying, What might this parable be?   

Luk 8:10 And he said, Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the KINGDOM OF GOD: 

but to others in parables; that seeing they might not see, and hearing they might not understand.   

Luk 8:11 Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.   

Luk 8:12 Those by the way side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away the 

word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved.   

Luk 8:13 They on the rock [are they], which, when they hear, receive the word with joy; and 

these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away.   

Luk 8:14 And that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have heard, go forth, and 

are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of [this] life, and bring no fruit to perfection.   

Luk 8:15 But that on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good heart, having heard 

the word, keep [it], and bring forth fruit with patience.   

 Note: The parable of the sower has to do with how we hear and receive the message of 

the Kingdom of Heaven.   

* Do you really understand the message of the Kingdom of Heaven?  If not, Satan will snatch it 

away from your heart. 

* Do you understand that the Kingdom of Heaven is so important that you must be willing to 

suffer any tribulation or persecution for belief in it and obedience to God for the rest of your life?  

If not, you will depart from God and his message when any discomfort comes to you because of 

the words of God. 

* Are you allowing the cares of this world or pursuit of riches to choke out the word of God 

and interest in his message?  Everyone has problems, needs and desires.  Have they taken over 

your thoughts?  Or do you put God first in your mind and direct your thoughts into meditating on 

his words?  

* Are you bringing forth the good fruits of understanding God's message by applying the 

lessons of God's words to the way you live each day? 

 Note:  The prophesy of Isaiah in Mat 13:14 is quoted from  Isa 6:9-10.   

 

The parable of the sower is part of the mysteries of the Kingdom of Heaven.  Calling the 

Kingdom of God a mystery and hiding it in parables shows the great value of the message Jesus 

preached.  He hid the message because he knew the attitude of most people of not being really 

interested in it.  Those who are really interested will make the effort to understand the meaning 
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of the mystery.  Notice the same attitude of disinterest in Ezek 33:31-32 "And they come unto 

thee as the people cometh, and they sit before thee [as] my people, and they hear thy words, but 

they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, [but] their heart goeth after 

their covetousness.  And, lo, thou [art] unto them as a very lovely song of one that hath a 

pleasant voice, and can play well on an instrument: for they hear thy words, but they do them 

not."   

 

We cannot serve two masters, God and mammon or material things.  We either go after material 

things that we covet or we go after God.  We should examine ourselves as we listen to ANY of 

God's words.  Am I like the crowd with ears dull of hearing, heart waxed gross and eyes closed?   

 

Those who are truly listening and understanding are blessed, for this will result in being 

CONVERTED.  The word converted is the Greek  'epistrapho' which means to revert, convert, 

turn about again.  Conversion involves a complete change from what you were to a new way. 

Jam 5:19-20  uses the same word saying, "Brethren if any of you do err from the truth, and one 

convert him; let him know that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall 

save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins."   

 

The parable of the sower can be applied not only to the attitudes with which we initially hear the 

message of the Kingdom of God, but also to the attitudes with which we listen to God’s word in 

our bible studies and every week as we listen to sermons on the Sabbath.  Let us be zealous to 

see that God’s words are sown into the good ground of a good heart by really listening to the 

word, receiving it, and bringing forth fruit, some thirtyfold, some sixty and some an hundred.   

 

 


