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THE KINGDOM IS RIGHTEOUSNESS, JOY AND PEACE
Rom 14:1 Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, [but] not to doubtful disputations.
Rom 14:2 For one believeth that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs.
Rom 14:3 Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not; and let not him which eateth not
judge him that eateth: for God hath received him.
Rom 14:4 Who art thou that judgest another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or
falleth. Yea, he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand.
Rom 14:5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day [alike]. Let
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind.
Rom 14:6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth [it] unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the
day, to the Lord he doth not regard [it]. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God
thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks.
Rom 14:7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.
Rom 14:8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the
Lord: whether we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's.
Rom 14:9 For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of
the dead and living.
Rom 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother?
for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
Rom 14:11 For it is written, [As] I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God.
Rom 14:12 So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.
Rom 14:13 Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no man
put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in [his] brother's way.
Rom 14:14 I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that [there is] nothing unclean of itself:
but to him that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him [it is] unclean.
Rom 14:15 But if thy brother be grieved with [thy] meat, now walkest thou not charitably.
Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died.
Rom 14:16 Let not then your good be evil spoken of:
Rom 14:17 For the KINGDOM OF GOD is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace,
and joy in the Holy Ghost.
Rom 14:18 For he that in these things serveth Christ [is] acceptable to God, and approved of
men.
Rom 14:19 Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things wherewith
one may edify another.
Rom 14:20 For meat destroy not the work of God. All things indeed [are] pure; but [it is] evil
for that man who eateth with offence.
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Rom 14:21 [It is] good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor [any thing] whereby thy
brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.
Rom 14:22 Hast thou faith? have [it] to thyself before God. Happy [is] he that condemneth not
himself in that thing which he alloweth.
Rom 14:23 And he that doubteth is damned if he eat, because [he eateth] not of faith: for
whatsoever [is] not of faith is sin.
Rom 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to please
ourselves.
Rom 15:2 Let every one of us please [his] neighbour for [his] good to edification.
Rom 15:3 For even Christ pleased not himself; but, as it is written, The reproaches of them that
reproached thee fell on me.
Rom 15:4 For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our learning, that we
through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope.
Rom 15:5 Now the God of patience and consolation grant you to be likeminded one toward
another according to Christ Jesus:
Rom 15:6 That ye may with one mind [and] one mouth glorify God, even the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
Rom 15:7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God.
Note: This scripture about the Kingdom of God is written in the context of how
Christians should receive one another. The Church of God is a group of people who are looking
forward to entering into the Kingdom of God at the return of Christ. So they are expected to get
along with one another now as brothers and sisters in Christ according to the guiding principles
of the Kingdom of God.
The first principle of the Kingdom is righteousness. These are some scriptures showing what
righteousness is:
* Gen 15:6 And he believed in the Lord; and he counted it to him for righteousness.
* Lev 19:15 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: thou shalt not respect the person of the
poor, nor honour the person of the mighty: [but] in righteousness shalt thou judge thy neighbour.
* Deu 6:25 And it shall be our righteousness, if we observe to do all these commandments before
the Lord our God, as he hath commanded us.
* Psa 119:172 My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy commandments [are] righteousness.
* Isa 51:7 Hearken unto me, ye that know righteousness, the people in whose heart [is] my law;
* Pro 12:17 [He that] speaketh truth sheweth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit.
The Church of God believes in practicing these principles of righteousness, of keeping the
commandments of God and believing in Jesus Christ. This gives us a basis for fellowship
together, for we all believe the same things. But if we forget this principle of righteousness, that
our brother in Christ is a person for whom Christ died, and that we ought to do everything we
can to see him achieve salvation, we might begin judging him by worldly standards. As we see
in this scripture, the opposite of practicing righteousness is oppression of one another.
* Isa 5:7 For the vineyard of the Lord of hosts [is] the house of Israel, and the men of Judah his
pleasant plant: and he looked for judgment, but behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold
a cry.
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Here is an example of not receiving brethren in the church because of an attitude of loving
preeminence.
* 3Jo 1:9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among
them, receiveth us not.
3Jo 1:10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us
with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren,
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth [them] out of the church.
3Jo 1:11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of
God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.
Jesus made it plain that Christians should be as God’s humble little children. And as we receive
one another we are receiving Christ himself.
* Mat 18:3 And said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little
children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.
Mat 18:4 Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little child, the same is greatest in
the kingdom of heaven.
Mat 18:5 And whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me.
Mat 18:6 But whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for
him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and [that] he were drowned in the depth of the
sea.
We must be careful to receive our brothers and sisters in honor and be willing to make sacrifices
over unimportant matters in order to be in agreement together. The examples given above are
that one Christian will observe a day of fasting while another will not; and one Christian will eat
clean food that has been offered in sacrifice to an idol while another will not eat it. Examples
can go on to include ‘anything whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak.’
The second principle of the Kingdom of God is peace. Here we see that peace and harmony are
the result of practicing righteousness.
* Isa 32:17 And the work of righteousness shall be peace; and the effect of righteousness
quietness and assurance for ever.
Isa 32:18 And my people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation, and in sure dwellings, and in
quiet resting places;
The third principle of the Kingdom is joy.
Here brethren must endeavor to keep the bond of peace with one another and forbear one another
in love.
* Eph 4:1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation
wherewith ye are called,
Eph 4:2 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love;
Eph 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
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The goal of this endeavor is that the unified body of Christians may together grow up to become
more and more like their Lord, Jesus Christ
* Eph 4:15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the
head, [even] Christ:
Eph 4:16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every
joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.
Joy and happiness will be the result of practicing righteousness and peace with one another.
* Pro 12:20 Deceit [is] in the heart of them that imagine evil: but to the counsellors of peace [is]
joy.
* Psa 133:1 [[A Song of degrees of David.]] Behold, how good and how pleasant [it is] for
brethren to dwell together in unity!
Psa 133:2 [It is] like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, [even]
Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments;
Psa 133:3 As the dew of Hermon, [and as the dew] that descended upon the mountains of Zion:
for there the Lord commanded the blessing, [even] life for evermore.
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